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					June 16, 2010





Dear Chancellor Tisch:						





We write on behalf of the Long Island Council for the Social Studies  Executive Board representing over 1,100 teachers and administrators in Nassau and Suffolk Counties, We urge you to reject the recommendation to eliminate the grades 5 and 8 Social Studies assessments.





Thomas Jefferson wrote that a republican society cannot survive without “informing the discretion” of its citizens in the core values of history and civic responsibility. The social studies sequence is sequential and developmental. American core values are the focus and emphasis of the history and geography taught at grades 3, 4, 7 and 8 upon which the assessments are based. Additionally, the assessments at grades 5 and 8 sequentially develop student abilities to think critically by focusing on summarizing and interpreting information. Critical analytical skills are essential to engaging students in civic responsibility and these skills begin in the foundational early grades.  Destroying the foundation could result in the rotting of the system from within.





The state exams in grades 5 and 8 insure that every child, despite their economic background, receives equal exposure to the core values of history, geography, economics and civics. This insures the goal of higher standards for all.





Across the nation, social studies as a common core subject of the early grades has lost its identity. It has been absorbed in the skill and drill emphasis of mathematics, capitalization, vocabulary and grammar.   Jonah has “swallowed the whale”. LET THAT NOT HAPPEN IN NEW YORK STATE! New York State has been the model for the nation because of its sequential testing program in Social Studies.  This respect gives New York students a competitive advantage in jobs and admittance to universities. Let us not jeopardize that respect.





Eliminating the grades 5 and 8 assessments is a short-term solution to New York’s economic problems because of the heavy opportunity costs involved. It is a temporary fix that would have long-term destructive consequences for the children of New York State.





Sincerely yours,








Gloria Sesso                         Brian Dowd,





Co-Presidents, LICSS





cc:	Members of  Board of Regents, Commissioner Steiner
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cc:	Regent Cohen


	Regent Bottar


	Regent Chapey


	Regent Phillips


	Regent Bowman


	Regent Tallon


	Regent Tilles


	Regent Brooks Hopkins


	Regent Bendit


	Regent Rosa


	Regent Young


	Regent Cea


	Regent Norwood


	Commissioner Steiner 
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